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At the date of his return from the sea in 1877 the family was
still undiminished by marriage. The two eldest girls, Frances and
Nellie, were regarded by their younger brothers and sisters as
being rather aggressively grown up and concerned with their
own affairs, such as clothes, young men and music.

The next two in age, Harry and Rufus, had not outgrown,
and indeed never outgrew, the bonds which early comradeship in
rascality and retribution had forged between them. They were
inseparable companions and together formed a powerful influence
in the family circle, standing up for the younger children against
what they considered the oppression of the elder and instilling
into their juniors the elements of a discipline which they them-
selves had never acquired.

Inevitably among so many high-spirited boys and girls there
were occasional rows, and it was always to Rufus that both sides
turned as peace-maker between them.

The next brother, Godfrey, universally known as Jack, was of
a different temperament from his brothers. Of quieter and more
studious habit, he was inclined to take himself seriously and to
indulge a taste for the use of long and recondite words, looking
with obvious disdain upon the ebullient levity of his elder brothers.

They in their turn decided that he was becoming pompous
and needed a lesson. Godfrey had reached the stage of adolescence
at which he was becoming interested in young women and par-
ticular about his clothes, and one Sunday afternoon he strode
forth splendidly arrayed for conquest.

Now in so numerous a family garments were bound to be
passed down from one to another, and, as Godfrey in his best
attire marched proudly down the road with the favoured lady of
the moment at his side, from behind a hedge appeared the heads
of Harry and Rufus, crying loudly : "Take off my coat! Take
off my trousers !" till the wearer was overcome with confusion
and his companion with mirth.

The next two children, Florrie and Esther, were close together
in age and tastes, having marked artistic talents. Both were
promising art students in their youth, and, though Florrie aban-
boned painting on her marriage, Esther, who later became the
wife of Alfred Sutro, the well-known dramatist, herself earned
considerable renown as an artist.

The youngest of the family, Fred, was then still a child.
With great charm and engaging high spirits, he was very like
Harry and Rufus in temperament. Unhappily he contracted
tuberculosis as a young man and after several years of suffering
died in his early thirties before he had had time to make his mark.